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Aprotinin 1s a non-specific inhibitor of
lysosomal proteases, released from plasma
after intravenous administration. This agent
1s being used 1n cardiac, orthopedic,
obstetric and neurosurgical surgery as well
as 1n combination with aspirin, ephedrine
and acetylsalicylic acid in asthmatics to
control postoperative airway obstruction
and bronchospasm. Its mechanism of action
1s still not fully understood, but a
pronounced antithrombotic effect 1s being
linked with protease inhibition. Aprotinin,
being a bovine product, may be potentially
immunogenic. Hence, pharmacokinetic
studies have been carried out to assess the
therapeutic efficacy of the drug and to
monitor its possible toxic effects. Serum
levels of aprotinin have been assayed before
and after surgery with the use of
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radioimmunoassay and an enzyme

immunoassay. Aprotinin has not been found
to cause haemorrhagic complications during

abdominal operations, even though serum

levels drop markedly in this setting. As

several clinical studies have been carried

out with aprotinin, we review them here.
There 1s evidence that aprotinin 3daS4e8ca3
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