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Description:

From the Back Cover Henry David Thoreau's Civil Disobedience was originally published in 1849
as Resistance to Civil Government. Thoreau wrote this classic essay to advocate public resistance to
the laws and acts of government that he considered unjust. The practical application of Civil
Disobedience was largely ignored until the twentieth century when, at different times, Modanda
Ghandi, Martin Luther King, Jr. and anti-Vietnam War activists applied Thoreau's principles.

About the Author Henry David Thoreau was born in 1817 in Concord, Massachusetts. He spent
time as a school teacher after attending Harvard College but was dismissed for his refusal to
administer corporal punishment. In 1845, wanting to write his first book, he moved to Walden Pond
and built his cabin on land owned by Ralph Waldo Emerson. It was during his time at Walden that
Thoreau was imprisoned briefly for not paying taxes; this experience became the basis for his well-
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known essay "Civil Disobedience." He died of tuberculosis in 1862 at the age of 44.
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