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Description:

Two hot topics come together in this developer's guide from Brett McLaughlin, Java and XML. Both
Java and XML are cross-platform technologies; by using Java for code and XML for transporting
data, you can build truly portable applications. This title is aimed at intermediate to advanced
programmers; while XML topics are explained more or less from scratch, readers will need prior
knowledge of Java.

The book begins with an overview of XML and its uses, and goes on to explain how to parse XML by
using the Simple API for XML (SAX 2). Next, there is coverage of how XML is validated by using
Document Type Definitions (DTDs) and XML Schema, and transformed by using eXtensible
Stylesheet Language (XSL). Brief coverage of Sun's Java API for XML is followed by a detailed look
at the Java Document Object Model (JDOM), a new API devised by the author in association with
O'Reilly, the publisher.
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The last part of the book is more advanced, and covers applications of XML and Java. There are
chapters on Web-publishing frameworks, XML Remote Procedure Calls (RPCs), using XML to read
and write configuration data, and generating XML with Java. There is also a short business-to-
business example. Appendices provide an API reference to the various specifications discussed in the
book.

The strengths of Java and XML include the author's deep knowledge of his subject, and a writing
style that is both clear and enthusiastic. If you happen to know a lot about Java and not much about
XML, this is the ideal title. Readers who already have a good grasp of XML basics might be
frustrated by the amount of introductory material. --Tim Anderson

About the Author

Brett McLaughlin is a bestselling and award-winning non-fiction author. His books on computer
programming, home theater, and analysis and design have sold in excess of 100,000 copies. He has
been writing, editing, and producing technical books for nearly a decade, and is as comfortable in
front of a word processor as he is behind a guitar, chasing his two sons and his daughter around the
house, or laughing at reruns of Arrested Development with his wife. Brett spends most of his time
these days on cognitive theory, codifying and expanding on the learning principles that shaped the
Head First series into a bestselling phenomenon. He's curious about how humans best learn, why
Star Wars was so formulaic and still so successful, and is adamant that a good video game is the
most effective learning paradigm we have.
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