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Description:

Compassion only occasionally lightens the grim tone of Jamaica Kincaid's searing account of her
younger brother Devon's 1996 death from AIDS. As in novels such as, Kincaid is ruthlessly honest
about her ambivalence toward the impoverished Caribbean nation from which she fled, her
restrictive family, and the culture that imprisoned Devon. That honesty, which includes chilling
detachment from her brother's suffering, is sometimes alienating. But art has its own justifications.
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The bitter clarity of Kincaid's prose and the tangled, undeniably human feelings it lucidly dissects
are justification enough. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Library Journal Kincaid is the best interpreter of her own work, and she reads this recent
memoir (L] 10/1/97) with intensity. A successful writer now living in Vermont with her husband and
two children, Kincaid is called back to her West Indian home on Antigua where her youngest
brother, Devon, is dying of AIDS. They never knew each other well because she went to the United
States when she was 16 and he was three. During Devon's last year she visits Antigua frequently to
help her mother nurse him. Yet her brother is only part of the memoir. Much of the book concerns
Kincaid's continued and troubled relationship with her domineering and manipulative mother.
Kincaid's flat tone and sharp diction intensifies the words as memories interweave with present
happenings, making this compelling listening. For general collections.?Nann Blaine Hilyard, Fargo
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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