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Description:

Octavia E. Butler, the grande dame of science fiction, writes extraordinary, inspirational stories of
ordinary people. Parable of the Sower is a hopeful tale set in a dystopian future United States of
walled cities, disease, fires, and madness. Lauren Olamina is an 18-year-old woman with
hyperempathy syndrome--if she sees another in pain, she feels their pain as acutely as if it were real.
When her relatively safe neighborhood enclave is inevitably destroyed, along with her family and
dreams for the future, Lauren grabs a backpack full of supplies and begins a journey north. Along
the way, she recruits fellow refugees to her embryonic faith, Earthseed, the prime tenet of which is
that "God is change." This is a great book--simple and elegant, with enough message to make you
think, but not so much that you feel preached to.

From Publishers Weekly Hugo and Nebula Award-winner Butler's first novel since 1989's Imago
offers an uncommonly sensitive rendering of a very common SF scenario: by 2025, global warming,
pollution, racial and ethnic tensions and other ills have precipitated a worldwide decline. In the Los
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Angeles area, small beleaguered communities of the still-employed hide behind makeshift walls from
hordes of desperate homeless scavengers and violent pyromaniac addicts known as "paints" who,
with water and work growing scarcer, have become increasingly aggressive. Lauren Olamina, a
young black woman, flees when the paints overrun her community, heading north with thousands of
other refugees seeking a better life. Lauren suffers from 'hyperempathy," a genetic condition that
causes her to experience the pain of others as viscerally as her own--a heavy liability in this future
world of cruelty and hunger. But she dreams of a better world, and with her philosophy/religion,
Earthseed, she hopes to found an enclave which will weather the tough times and which may one
day help carry humans to the stars. Butler tells her story with unusual warmth, sensitivity, honesty
and grace; though science fiction readers will recognize this future Earth, Lauren Olamina and her
vision make this novel stand out like a tree amid saplings.
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