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Description:

In 1986, a Palestinian terrorist shot author Laura Blumenfeld[Js father. More than a decade later,
Blumenfeld, a reporter for The Washington Post, decided to find the man who tried to kill her dad;
she also wanted to learn about vengeance. [JI was looking for the shooter, but I also was looking for
some kind of wisdom,[] she writes. [JI wanted to master revenge.[] Blumenfeld interviews a variety of
people, from religious figures to assassins, about the meaning of revenge. The heart of the book,
though, is her own journey to find the man who pulled the trigger. First she locates his family and
learns vivid details about his life--he was a standout in his public-relations course at the University of
Bethlehem. Blumenfeld[Js own emotions aren[Jt far from the surface of this narrative. When she
meets the shooter{Js own father, for instance, she asks herself: JAm I supposed to shoot him now?[]
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Finally she begins a creepy correspondence with the gunman, who is in prison. Their letters back
and forth are oddly compelling--at first the shooter doesn[Jt know her real identity, though she
eventually reveals it. In the end, Blumenfeld says her quest helped her find hope in a dangerous
world, even as the final words of her book reflect upon September 11 and its immediate aftermath,
when so many other Americans longed for their own vengeance. --John Miller --This text refers to an
out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly At its heart, this remarkable tale is a rite-of-passage story, an intense and
deeply personal journey. For newlywed and successful Washington Post reporter Blumenfeld in
1998, life appeared to be just about perfect. But she had a score to settle. In 1986, the same year her
mother declared she wanted a divorce, her father was shot by a Palestinian terrorist while visiting
Israel. Fortunately, the young man had poor aim. But the impact on Blumenfeld was dramatic. That
year, as a college student, she wrote a poem in which she addressed the shooter: "this hand will find
you/ I am his daughter." In 1998, the shooter was released from prison. Blumenfeld saw her chance
and grabbed it. She traveled to such places as Bosnia, Sicily and Iran, and interviewed both
perpetrators and victims of violence to determine the rituals and rites of revenge. She tracked down
and spent hours with the shooter's family, telling them only that she was American journalist
working on a book. She and the shooter became pen pals. The book's only flaw, and it's minor, is a
sense of detachment, though Blumenfeld is an able and expressive writer and is not sparing when it
comes to personal revelations. The climax is astonishingly powerful a masterfully rendered scene,
crackling with the intensity of which great, life-changing drama is made. (Apr. 4)Forecast: Needless
to say, a book about revenge against terrorism could not be better timed, and aided by powerful
writing and an excerpt in the New Yorker, this has bestseller potential.
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