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Description:

From Publishers Weekly First-time author ben Izzy's vocation as a professional storyteller may fill
his life with heady myth and poetry, but as he acknowledges early on in this slim but memorable
recollection of personal tragedy, "the absence of magic" in his childhood is the very thing "that sent
me looking for it." He found it in the unlikeliest and most cruelly ironic way. After undergoing
surgery to remove thyroid cancer, ben Izzy lost his voice-the instrument of not only his art, but also
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his livelihood. Telling himself that a return to the routine of performance would spark a recovery,
ben Izzy accepted an offer to perform at a bar mitzvah, but only "whispers and gasps" emerged.
Retreating into self-pity, anger, hopelessness and sullen solitude, the author searched, like the
protagonists in the stories he used to tell, for a spiritual explanation of the loss. He reconnected with
his estranged, cantankerous mentor, who offered support by telling dizzyingly enigmatic stories
hinting at the idea that ben Izzy had been given a magical gift by losing his voice. When a doctor
suggested he might be able to help ben Izzy speak again in a risky procedure, ben Izzy's wife told
him she liked him better without it, an incident the author does not satisfyingly explain. But ben Izzy
successfully translates the best elements of oral storytelling to the page; his memoir shines with
brisk suspense as well as his unerring, precise eye for including only the elements of his hard-won
wisdom that matter the most.
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From In his debut effort, professional storyteller Ben Izzy shares personal experiences that have
caused him to search for life's true meaning in the stories he has spent two decades telling. The
book starts with the fable of the beggar king, in which King Solomon loses his kingdom and is left to
wander the land as a beggar, and from there Ben Izzy's own tale unfolds. A renowned storyteller, the
author was at the top of his game when throat cancer robbed him of his voice. As a consequence, he
lost his livelihood and became severely depressed until he met up with his old mentor Lenny, a
cantankerous and often drunk old storyteller who helped him to stop dwelling on his misery and to
see his fate in terms of life's bigger picture. The book ends with the conclusion of the story of the
beggar king, in which King Solomon's journey is realized as an illusion, and with Ben Izzy making
sense of the cards fate has dealt him. Kathleen Hughes
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