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Description:

Though Lincoln, Nebraska, seems a strange gathering place for refugees from all corners of the
globe, it is the setting for Mary Pipher's The Middle of Everywhere, an ardent, anecdotal, and at
times moving study of some new arrivals to the United States. Pipher emphasizes the resiliency of
the refugees--from Laos, Bosnia, Northern Iraq, Sudan, Afghanistan, and the former Soviet Union--


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1430392543&d=20-10-06&dm=null

whose homeland tales of death, privation, torture, and multi-pronged persecution vary only in the
details. In America the refugees must learn a new language and pick their way among the
temptations and wonders of a complex land. Does a Publishers Clearing House notice mean one is a
millionaire? What is aluminum foil? Is an overdue library book a jailable offense? Pipher visits
classrooms and homes and offers extended portraits of a female family of Kurds and a bewildered
clan of Sudanese, as well as snapshots of many other refugees. She is a harsh critic of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service and an advocate of "cultural brokers"--the social adjustment
equivalent of practical nurses. --H. O'Billovich --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly "I saw my father and grandfather shot in our living room," says Anton, a
Bosnian teen who now lives in Nebraska. His teachers see him as a potential suicide, and he
struggles to make sense of being an American high school student. Profiling Anton and other
refugees from around the world Russia, Croatia, Yemen, Hungary, Somalia, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone
bestselling author Pipher (Reviving Ophelia), drawing upon anthropology, sociology and psychology,
offers a deft, moving portrait of the complexity of American life. Pipher, a family therapist in Lincoln,
Neb., where these immigrants all live, is interested in the effects of globalization how it affects
people's relationships, their sense of place, their identities. She writes in rich, empathetic language
and with a keen, observant eye for detail and nuance. Her relationships with her subjects range
widely: she is a surrogate parent to a family of four children orphaned during the Sudanese civil
war; to others she is "cultural broker," for instance, helping an Iraqgi family understand the
difference between what they see on television and the realities of everyday American life. As in
Another Country, her book about aging parents, Pipher writes directly and movingly about the
complications of people's lives in a constant culture clash but is mindful to place them in a clearly
defined social and political setting. Noting that after September 11, "we are all refugees from what
was once our America," Pipher's ambitious undertaking of combining personal stories with global
politics is wonderfully realized. (Apr.)Forecast: Given Pipher's record and the increased attention by
Americans to foreigners in our midst, this should sell handsomely.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
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